THE AfAS//J£JRt AND  WHY HE EXISTS
IIOUSANDS of persons who do not themselves use slang understand and even appreciate it. The American brand is generally pithy, compact, and expressive, and not always vulgar. Slang is at its worst in contemptuous epithets, and of those the one that is lowest and most offensive seems likely to become a permanent, recognized addition to the language. No more vulgar term exists than t( masher/' and it is a distinct comfort to find Webster ascribing the 163ntille! " "Cost le coup de grace ! " " Le chapeau ! le chapeau ! " " La belle Pearl! la belle Pearl!" reaching her distinctly at every other moment.
